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becomes straw coloured; a few drops of potassium hydroxide
solution are then added; in the presence of acetone a yellow
crystalline precipitate of iodof orm is obtained, which is easily
recognized by its odour.
Examination of the deposit. Some of the urine is allowed
to stand in a conical glass and the deposit, which is generally
simple in character, examined by the following tests.
1.  Warm a little of the deposit in the urine, if it dissolves
it consists entirely of urates.
2.   If the deposit does not dissolve on warming, allow it to
settle; pour off the urine and warm the deposit with acetic
acid; if it dissolves it consists of phosphates.
3.  If the deposit is insoluble in acetic acid, add a little
hydrochloric acid and warm again; if it dissolves it is calcium
oxalate.
4.  If the deposit is still insoluble, it is probably uric acid;
to a fresh portion of the deposit add a few drops of potassium
hydroxide solution, uric acid will dissolve; or place a small
quantity of the deposit in a small white dish, add a few drops
of concentrated nitric acid and evaporate to dryness; cool and,
when cold, add to the dry residue a drop of ammonia solution;
in the presence of uric acid a purple colour is produced which
turns to violet on the addition of a drop of potassium hy-
droxide solution.
The deposit should also be examined microscopically; this
examination requires a large experience to be of any value,
but the general characteristics of some of the deposits are as
follows:
Uric acid. These crystals are flat plates, dumb-bell-shaped,
stellate, needle-shaped or resetted; if a drop of potassium
hydroxide solution is inserted under the cover slip, they dis-
solve.
Ammonium urate. It occurs in small tufts of needle-shaped
crystals; these should be dissolved in a drop of water on the
slide and a drop of acetic acid added; the mixture warmed
slightly and allowed to cool, when the characteristic uric acid
crystals will be obtained.
Calcium oxalate. The crystals are generally small and octa-
hedral; if a drop of acetic acid is inserted under the cover